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          September 9, 2005

OTTAWA –Saskatoon-Wanuskewin MP Maurice Vellacott agrees with constituent objections to the release of three teenage girls who have been charged in the murder of a 60-year-old woman in North Battleford last week. The girls also allegedly assaulted a man during the same altercation. “This kind of wanton violence is incompatible with a civilised society and the public must be protected from such perpetrators,” said the Conservative MP.

“The woman was repeatedly punched and kicked in what was, therefore, a prolonged and particularly vicious attack. People who would commit such a cruel crime are a serious threat to society,” said Vellacott. “It was inexcusable for the judge to release the girls charged with that murder.”

“In complete disregard for the family members of the victim of this horrendous crime, and adding insult to injury, these girls were released on the same day as the funeral for the murdered woman,” added Vellacott.

Just two weeks ago, the Conservative Party of Canada formed a Task Force on Safe Streets and Healthy Communities to hear from Canadians about their priorities on justice issues. “We know that Canadians are fed up with the half-hearted, soft-on-crime approach of the Liberal government,” said Vellacott. “We will work with Canadians to further refine the Conservative Party’s current commitment to strengthen the prosecution of dangerous offenders.”

Vellacott emphasized, “At the very least, those charged with a crime like this must be charged in adult court. If these girls are found guilty of this violent murder, but are charged as young offenders, their punishment will be far too light, further eroding the confidence of Canadians in our justice system.”

The Conservative Party is committed to introducing measures to ensure that violent or serious repeat offenders 14 and over are tried as adults.

“As a Conservative MP, I am committed to our party’s policies of instituting mandatory minimum sentences for violent and repeat offenders; requiring that sentences for multiple convictions be served consecutively; eliminating statutory (automatic) release; and requiring applicants for parole to demonstrate to the National Parole Board that they have been rehabilitated,” stressed Vellacott.
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For further comment, call (613) 992-1966, 297-2249 or (306) 975-4725
