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          September 9, 2005

OTTAWA – In a major address Wednesday in Halifax, Stephen Harper called for a more robust approach to Canada’s international trade relations. Citing the case of the US tariff on Canadian softwood lumber, Mr. Harper criticized the Liberal government for allowing Canada’s relationship with the US to fall to an all time low. He called for the appointment of a high level envoy to resolve the deteriorating trade relationship. He suggested that if the Americans are not willing to adhere to a rules-based trade relationship then Canada should look to expand its trade presence in countries such as India and China.

The American government still owes Canadian softwood producers $5 billion in illegally collected duties.

Maurice Vellacott, MP for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin said, “Our government needs to get directly involved and support the members of the Canadian softwood industry against the arrogant conduct of the Americans on this. A swaggering, cocky and contemptuous attitude toward rules-based trade diminishes respect for Americans. They are not above the law. The biggest kid on the block may be feared but not respected when he thumbs his nose at the very rules he helped create.”
Harper proposed that the government should appoint a special envoy to help resolve the deteriorating trade relationship with the United States.

Vellacott concluded, “The softwood issue speaks to a larger problem: the need to find a way to make NAFTA work as it was intended.”
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