	Saskatoon:

Unit 3, 844-51st St. East

Saskatoon, SK  S7K 5C7

Tel (306) 975-4725

Toll free (888) 844-8886

Fax (306) 975-4728

vellacott.mp@shawlink.ca
	
	[image: image1.png]



	
	Ottawa:

Suite 610, Justice Bldg.

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6

Tel (613) 992-1899

Fax (613) 992-3085

Vellacott.M@parl.gc.ca

www.mauricevellacott.ca


HOUSE OF COMMONS

CANADA


Maurice Vellacott, MP
Saskatoon-Wanuskewin 

Local MP Maurice Vellacott and Conservative colleagues

press for action on crisis in livestock industry
For Immediate Release





    September 7, 2004

Saskatchewan – Leader of the Opposition Stephen Harper today issued an urgent call to the Liberal government to help Canadian livestock producers facing an immediate crisis as a result of the US border closure caused by a single case of BSE found in Alberta last year.

Harper asserted that the government has no plan to deal with what will be the largest fall calf run in 25 years, and an existing surplus of more than 500,000 head of cattle.  He also pointed out that beyond the cattle farmers, the border closure has also had an impact on dairy farmers and the many producers whose incomes depend on exporting other ruminants to the US, including sheep, goats, elk and bison. “Flawed relief funding programs, and blanket assurances that the border will open, do not constitute a plan to help these producers,” Harper said.  “The science is clear, and our beef is safe.  This is a political problem that must be solved.”

“In February, our party proposed a set of possible solutions that might have mitigated the impact of another summer, fall, and perhaps winter and beyond with the border closed,” said Harper. Vellacott has spent time in the summer meeting with beef producers and developing strategies with his caucus colleagues. Harper said, “we are pleased to see that some of the major industry groups have echoed our plans in their recent proposals.”

Specifically, Harper endorsed strategies to increase domestic slaughter capacity, diversify export markets, and manage market capacity, including additional funding to keep surplus cattle fed through the fall.

Harper pledged that the Conservative Party’s special Advisory Council on the BSE crisis would continue to meet, and invited other parties to work with the Official Opposition at proposing solutions and pressuring the government to implement them immediately. “The situation is critically worse today than it was in February when we issued our plan. Farmers are losing their farms, their homes, and their livelihood. They can’t wait until the House sits in October for the Liberals to acknowledge their plight,” he said.
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For additional comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (306) 975-4725
