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Free Speech in Jeopardy After Liberals Pass

Svend Robinson’s Homosexual “Hate Speech” Law

For immediate release                                                              Thursday September 18, 2003

Ottawa — Yesterday in the House of Commons the federal Liberal Party made common cause with NDP MP Svend Robinson and passed Robinson’s dangerous “hate speech” bill that would toss fundamental Canadian freedoms out the window. Liberals, Tories, Blocquistes, and NDP members voted to pass bill C-250 by a vote of 143 to 110.

“Instead of passing a law that would ensure the protection of Canadians without curtailing fundamental freedoms, the Liberals have caved to the pressure of homosexual activists,” said Vellacott. “The Liberals voted against Canadian Alliance amendments designed to protect free speech and freedom of religion, showing that they do not value fundamental rights and freedoms.”

The Liberals, including former Cabinet Minister Andy Scott, allowed Svend Robinson to hijack the Justice Committee debate and helped him force it through the House despite objections from Alliance MPs and thousands of Canadians. Canadian Alliance Justice critic Vic Toews said, “As Chair of the Justice Committee, Mr. Scott held a private meeting with Christian ministers in Steinbach and assured them that the bill would not come out of the Committee un-amended, and that it would not pass in the House of Commons. He has shown that he cannot be taken at his word.”

Vellacott said, “The Canadian Alliance believes in equal rights for all Canadians, but we do not believe that the rights of one group of citizens should be bartered away through extending special rights to another group of citizens by enacting a badly-drafted law.”
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