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CJNI Radio (Halifax) – October 3, 2011

Maritime Morning

Interview: Maurice Vellacott, Conservative MP
JORDI MORGAN (Host): Member of Parliament Maurice Vellacott says the International Planned Parenthood Fund should not be getting money from the Canadian government. He says the organization is using weasel words to avoid telling the truth about what they are doing. Should Canada send money to groups who promote abortions in countries where abortions are illegal? That is outside of the scope of the money or the funding that has been awarded to Planned Parenthood in the past. Maurice Vellacott joins us on the phone this morning. Good morning.
MAURICE VELLACOTT (Conservative MP): Good morning Jordi.
MORGAN: Mr. Vellacott, the, the press release that you put out was very sharply worded. And I think certainly people would be surprised to hear that your concern that essentially Planned Parenthood is asking for money to do one thing and perhaps doing another with it. Can you explain exactly what it is that you see as happening here?
VELLACOTT: Certainly Jordi. Yeah. I’ve followed this organization for quite sometime now in Canada, across the globe and the United States. But we’ve had a very good initiative, very commendable. The Prime Minister should get full marks for it in terms of the Muskoka Maternal Child Health Initiative. And that is the basics of clean water, vitamins, nutrition, penicillin and other basic meds and midwifery, those kinds of basic things to help moms and children in developing countries around the world. So, he led the initiative on that and other countries got on with it at the G8-G7.  So, now we have dollars given off, you know, an application made by International Planned Parenthood, whose primary objective in their own stated words, not mine, is to promote abortion, to push abortion around the globe. And so, one of these six countries – so, we supposedly are giving it to six countries where abortion is illegal. But just as a case in point, for example, and I expect similar in other of those countries, Bangladesh for example, where Canada is funding this nefarious organization in my view, will do early abortions, which they euphemistically call menstrual regulation. So Jordi, they’re not using the term abortion, but they do these, if a woman hasn’t had her period in eight weeks, they’ll do, in quotes, “menstrual regulation.” And that’s an early abortion by another name. So, they use very deceptive language. They, they and other groups talk in terms of establishing non-pregnancy in the first trimester, euphemistic weasel words. It’s dishonesty. It’s deception and it’s death obviously for the, for the little ones and for the mothers as well.
MORGAN: Now, this falls outside the scope of the intent of the money that’s being provided to International Planned Parenthood?  I mean, is there a, is there an agreement in place that says that they cannot be performing these, these functions or these operations in, in areas where abortions are deemed illegal?
VELLACOTT: Well, that’s exactly the point of this Muskoka Maternal Child Health Initiative as Canada committed. Other countries may be doing other things in respect of. But Canada, we had a day long debate in the House of Commons and a very clear vote on that issue to defeat abortion, to be exporting that to countries around the world – it’s bad enough in Canada – but would not be doing that and would not be using funds for that. So, here’s a group that comes along and says, no, no, we’re not doing abortion. But in fact, you look beneath the levels of things and the kind of other language they use, they in fact are when in fact, as you infer here, the dollars are not to be used for abortion, you know, the dollars, the CIDA dollars committed for the Muskoka Maternal Child Health Initiative by Canada. So, this would be contrary to the very principle and the primary point of Prime Minister Harper’s very commendable initiative in saving the lives of women and children in these developing countries.
MORGAN: Regardless of someone’s position on being pro-choice...
VELLACOTT: Yeah.
MORGAN: ...or pro-life, the, or pro-abortion or anti-abortion, however you want to contextualize it....
VELLACOTT: Sure.
MORGAN: Regardless of that, if, if Canada was supplying money to an organization that was doing something that was illegal in another country, what are the implications, you know, from a foreign policy perspective?  What are, sort of, the broader implications of that kind of, of that kind of funding package going into these organizations?
VELLACOTT: Well, it’s obviously a huge problematic thing because for one, those companies [sic], these organizations are in violation of laws within those countries for one. And whether they can dupe, deceive the local authorities by using different names, that’s not the issue for me per se. But if we know from a Canadian point of view, having sleuthed out and scouted out what these, these organizations, International Planned Parenthood does in this country, that’s on our hands then. That is not to be done. That’s obviously in clear violation of the terms of the Muskoka Initiative according to Canada in terms of the Canadian funding. And it has to deal with authorities, I guess, in those countries as well. But more importantly, good Canadian tax dollars at such a time when we’ve committed in a different direction, we should not be duped by organizations like this. This organization is under investigation by the US congressional committee presently in terms of cover-up, financial irregularities, concerns about a cover-up of trafficking of women.  The PPFA, or the chapter in America has covered up cases of incest, the rape of minors or statutory rape as we say.
MORGAN: Well, just clarify that for me. I think a great many people and people in our audience are going to say, well, Planned Parenthood, they, they provide a lot of information. They provide help for individuals in, you know, getting an understanding of, of what their reproductive rights are or contraception and whatnot. What are you saying about this organization?  You’re saying that they are covering things up or that they’re under investigation.
VELLACOTT: Well, get back to the history of it Jordi, when you in fact know that the founder of this organization was Margaret Sanger, the leading exponent of the modern eugenics movement. And Sanger was much more direct about her motives. She freely criticized programs that helped poor pregnant women and children, whom she referred to as the dead weight of human waste. And her plan for peace in fact specifically included, in quotes, a stern and rigid policy of sterilization and segregation for those she deemed to be unfit. So, that’s the background. International Planned Parenthood, her prodigy if you will, has got better at sanitizing the language, but not quite good enough, because as I said, they, they’re under major investigation by the US Congress presently in terms of some cover-ups. They get state funding there. But again, similar to Canada here, they would be outside the range or realm of what those monies are to be used for. And in the States the, the allegations at this point are trafficking, they cover-up where there’s sex trafficking of women and they force them into abortions. But the organization does not divulge that to the authorities. So, they’ve been alleged to have covered up cases of incest, a father having sex with his own daughter, of course, the rape of minors. And also, you know, going back to Sanger’s day and presently, they’ve been caught on tape in terms of supposed racial-ethnic targeting against blacks and Hispanics and not wanting them to reproduce and using some fairly racist language in that regard in their fundraising.  So, that’s the nature of the group. And their agenda worldwide is to promote aggressively the abortion agenda, which they say is good for women when in fact the science, the medical knowledge current and up to day says that abortion does great harm to women. So, why would we be pushing it overseas in those countries to the detriment of those women and children?  In fact, our Muskoka Initiative is clearly against that and it’s outside the realm of what the funding agreement is supposed to be.
MORGAN: Yeah. I mean, you’re very clearly pro-life or anti-abortion.
VELLACOTT: I am. I, you know, on the side of science and medicine, on the side of women. As I have looked at this issue over time, had numerous conversations with women’s groups like Silent No More. There’s great testimonies if you just want to go on their website. Just Google up Silent No More and you’ll see some devastating testimonies of women who were duped and deceived and not told the whole truth in respect to that within our own country and elsewhere in the world as well.
MORGAN: Just in keeping with this though on the political side...
VELLACOTT: Yeah.
MORGAN: Does this, does this signal anything from, from the Conservative Party or from the, or from the Prime Minister’s Office that would indicate that the position of the federal government is shifting on this issue?
VELLACOTT: Well, it simply indicates very clearly those of us and numerous of us Members of Parliament within our caucus have had concerns about the kind of promotion and I guess export of this kind of policy abroad. As to what else it means, I can only speak for myself. I’ve been consistent over these years and you can track the other MPs that are. So, obviously we, we don’t believe, I don’t believe that this debate is ever over because there’s something innate, something within the human heart and conscience in terms of life. The most basic of all rights Jordi is life. And it’s rather ironic to me, as the famous President of the United States Ronald Reagan said, it’s always interesting that those who argue for abortion are those already born. You know, we talk about bullying in schools and you think of vulnerable, helpless, defenceless children. I can’t think of anybody more vulnerable. And then for adults, those living to say, well, you know, those vulnerable ones in the womb have no right to live. I’m grateful that many mothers made difficult choices and we are enriched in the sciences, in the arts and all the way through the professions by moms who, in difficult circumstances, made a right choice to bring those children to birth. And as a result, we have a very enriched society about us, around us because of that and because of the whole choice that those people made. So, I think there should be supports in society, help for women. When we think of the ectopic pregnancies, premature births, sterility and the whole range of other things, the psychological harm, the grieving by women, this does not serve women well and does great, great harm. And I’ve had those personal conversations up close, in front. And like I said, Silent No More, your listeners can Google and they’ll get a pretty good picture of the whole story.
MORGAN: Maurice Vellacott, thank you for your time today.
VELLACOTT: Thank you so much. Take care.
MORGAN: Maurice Vellacott is the MP for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin in Saskatchewan. What are your thoughts on this? Should the Canadian government actually be providing money to International Planned Parenthood’s fund under the guise that they are going to be using this for what Mr. Vellacott says are euphemistic reasons, which basically are promoting abortions in areas where they are illegal?  Is it of concern to you? Is it of concern that the federal government may be moving in another direction on this, or do you think that this is a good thing?
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