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For Immediate Release

Majority of Canadians Oppose Embryonic Stem Cell Research

· Bill C-13 violates values of Canadians in every region of the country —

Press conference: 1:30 pm – Charles Lynch Room

OTTAWA – The latest question put to Canadians on stem cell research reveals strong opposition to the harvesting of embryonic stem cells. One question asked by Leger Marketing in a recent omnibus survey dealt with stem cell research and revealed that 70% of Canadians want scientists to use sources for stem cells other than human beings in their embryonic stage of development.

Thirty-three percent of Canadians were completely opposed to the harvesting of human embryonic stem cells and an additional 37 percent said that “it would be preferable to carry out research using other sources of stem cells besides human embryos”. Only 21 percent – less than one quarter – of the 1500 Canadians polled said that “it is equally acceptable to use human embryos or other sources”.

“To date, scientists have found non-embryonic stem cells to be far more useful than embryonic cells. There is no scientific imperative to exploit embryos as a source of stem cells,” said PPLC co-chair Elsie Wayne. “Therefore, since the embryonic baby has to be killed in order to harvest it for stem cells, and since such a practise violates the values of the large majority of Canadians, human embryonic stem cell research should be banned immediately in this country.”

“Bill C-13 does not ban embryonic stem cell research, so the government must pull it back,” said PPLC co-chair Maurice Vellacott. “At the very least, they must amend the bill to establish a moratorium on all such research in Canada. Doing so would respect the scientific evidence we have about the nature of human life and stem cell research. It would also demonstrate respect for the values of Canadians.”

The results were very consistent across every province and region in Canada with Atlantic Canada expressing the least amount of support – 12 percent – for the view that it is equally acceptable to use human embryos as other sources. Quebec showed the strongest opposition to embryonic stem cell research with 38 percent of respondents saying that it is not acceptable to carry out research that involves the destruction of human embryos.
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