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Maurice Vellacott, MP
Saskatoon-Wanuskewin

Vellacott commends Saskatchewan promise on midwifery

– Saskatchewan MP urges immediate implementation of Throne Speech promise –

For Immediate Release






           November 8, 2005

OTTAWA – Saskatoon-Wanuskewin Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott acknowledged the Saskatchewan government for including a promise to support midwifery. The promise came in yesterday’s Throne Speech outlining the provincial government’s priorities. “It has taken many years to get the government to put midwifery on their agenda,” said Vellacott. “I look forward to seeing the tangible initiatives that they put in place to back up their promise.”

Saskatchewan passed midwifery legislation in 1999, but the province has never proclaimed the bill into law, or provided the funding necessary to make this valuable service as accessible as it should be.

“I wrote to John Nilson, our Saskatchewan Health Minister, in early October, urging him to move on this midwifery file. I wrote a letter to the Saskatchewan Star Phoenix in June, urging the provincial government to proclaim its midwifery legislation into law,” said Vellacott.

Midwives are primary health care professionals who provide safe care for uncomplicated births. Midwifery has excellent outcomes: a lower number of medical interventions, shorter length of stay in the hospital and better initiation of breast-feeding. Midwifery has great potential for easing pressure on the province’s health care system.

“In light of all the benefits of midwifery, I would urge Nilson to move immediately on implementing this government promise,” concluded Vellacott.
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For further comment, call (613) 992-1966 or 297-2249
