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helps kill UN cloning ban

Liberal Minister’s dishonesty, double-speak and deception

For Immediate Release




          November 7, 2003

OTTAWA – On Wednesday, Health Minister Anne McLellan misled Canadians in the House regarding Canada’s commitment to support an international, comprehensive cloning ban at the United Nations. Minister McLellan assured Parliament that Canada would vote in favour of a Cost Rican resolution to ban both reproductive and therapeutic cloning. But, on Thursday, the resolution never came before the delegates at the UN cloning conference for a vote, and Canada is to blame, accused Canadian Alliance MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin).

Prior to votes taking place on the cloning resolution, a proposal by Iran to postpone approval of a cloning convention until 2005 was tabled. Iran's resolution passed by one vote – 80 to 79 – with Canada abstaining. “If the Canadian delegates had honoured the position affirmed by the Health Minister in the House of Commons on Wednesday, it should have voted against the Iranian resolution and pushed the international body to a vote on the substantive Costa Rica resolution,” said Vellacott. “The government’s flip-flop on this issue, as well as the contradictory messages from the Health Minister and the Canadian delegation at the UN, exposes her real agenda,” Vellacott charged.

On Wednesday, the Health Minister said Canada was now prepared at the international level to back the Costa Rican resolution for a comprehensive cloning ban. Earlier, in October, she acknowledged that Canada was advocating a softer position, to ban only reproductive cloning. This was allegedly due to the lack of consensus for a stronger position. In today’s media, a spokesman for the Canadian UN mission contradicted the Minister’s words saying, “Canada abstained on the motion to defer action only because it is clear that Canada's willingness to advance this issue is not yet shared by all”.
“In fact, the Health Minister was correct on Wednesday: A solid consensus had been achieved at the UN for a comprehensive cloning ban,” emphasized Vellacott. “Either the Foreign Affairs Minister has lost control over his bureaucracy when they convey a different message at the UN from the one his colleague, the Health Minister, is conveying back in Canada,” stated Vellacott, “or this is another example of deliberate Liberal double-speak – pushing a more liberal position at international forums than the Liberals know would be acceptable to the Canadian public”

“Once our avant garde bureaucrats, with the complicity of Foreign Affairs and the Health Department, get approval for a ‘brave new world’ approach oversees, they can browbeat the Canadian public to get in line with the supposedly more enlightened approach as embodied in some resolution of an international body,” said Vellacott. He says he is outraged at this deception. Vellacott indicates it reinforces his cynicism about these Liberal government ministers and their collusion with unelected, know-it-all bureaucrats. Only a change of government will give us an opportunity to clean out such dishonesty and deception.
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