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Most Canadians oppose abortion-on-demand

Abortion restrictions backed by over 75 percent of Canadians: Leger poll

For Immediate Release







          November 3, 2003

OTTAWA – Over three-quarters of Canadians oppose abortion-on-demand. Whether they are questioned about government funding, restrictions requiring informed consent or at what stage babies should be protected by law, most Canadians oppose the abortion-on-demand agenda of the Liberal government and fringe feminist groups. These are the results of a new Leger Marketing poll which asked Canadians across the country about their views on several aspects of abortion.

Only 28 percent of Canadians believe legal protection for babies should start at birth; 63 percent support legal protection prior to birth. More women than men support protection from the point of conception.

Abortion-on-demand is cruel public policy towards women because it discourages responsible assessments of the health risks of abortion. Federal and provincial governments in Canada have never done any risk assessment studies to back up the euphemistically named “medical necessity” policy they advocate. The mounting evidence of the serious consequences of abortion for women demonstrates the irresponsibility of an indiscriminate abortion policy.

And women want to know this information. Over 75 percent of 18-24 year olds support informed consent laws that would require a physician to tell a woman about foetal development, offer her an ultrasound, discuss possible complications and side-effects and tell her about alternatives to abortion. But the federal government opposes such legislation. It is about time that it modernised its position to line up with science and the views of the large majority of Canadians.

Furthermore, only 25 percent of Canadians support a policy of full taxpayer funding for abortion. Henry Morgentaler’s increasingly shrill demand for full funding of his abortion mills shows how out of step he is with most Canadian women. He has launched a lawsuit against New Brunswick to gain full funding of his abortion mills in that province, yet in Atlantic Canada only 21 percent of people support such a policy.

Canadians were also asked whether they supported the idea that parents of minors seeking an abortion should be notified and required to give consent before the abortion procedure could proceed. Sixty-seven percent of Canadians support a notification policy.

It is time for the federal government to listen to Canadians when drafting abortion policy instead of allowing a radical minority to dictate its agenda on this vital issue.
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