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Motion to ban trans fats passes by huge margin
— Vellacott committed to collaborative process to achieve ban —
For Immediate Release






      November 24, 2004

OTTAWA – Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) joined 192 of his colleagues to pass a motion yesterday in the House of Commons that will ban the use of trans fats in our food products. Seventy-three MPs voted against the motion. The motion calls for the government to enact regulations or present legislation eliminating processed trans fats, the Canadian consumption of which is among the highest in the world.

“This move will be a win-win situation for consumers and food producers,” said Vellacott, following the vote.

Barb Isman, president of the Canola Council of Canada, has said that if the motion was passed, it could open up new marketing opportunities for canola growers. Isman was referring to the new variety of canola that some farmers are growing called high oleic canola that contains no trans fats and only seven per cent saturated fat.
Vellacott said, “The farmers in my constituency would be paid a premium by the market to grow high oleic canola, and many more millions of acres of this kind of canola could be grown each year.” In comments reported by CBC, Isman expressed the same confidence. “We can do that with products like high oleic canola and have the added benefit of it being low in saturated fat,” she said.
Vellacott notes that the Canola Council of Canada and the Vegetable Oil Industry of Canada are both supportive of the intent of the motion. Vellacott concurs with these groups and the agriculture and agri-food industry that a practicable approach needs to be taken and a realistic time frame allowed for achieving the elimination of trans fats. Vellacott believes that, with a reasonable time frame, there will be no void to be filled by the importation of tropical oils. Canadian oil seeds can be the replacement with positive economic implications for these producers.

The federal government now has a year to discuss the situation with a stakeholders’ Task Force to develop a plan that effectively balances the need to protect the health of Canadian consumers and the time required for Canadian food producers to ramp up production of alternatives such as high oleic canola to replace these harmful trans fats. “I am committed to working through a collaborative and consultative process to resolve this important health issue,” said Vellacott.
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For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899

