House of Commons Hansard – November 24, 2004

Mr. Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon–Wanuskewin, CPC): Mr. Speaker, after the May 26 Métis election in Saskatchewan the provincial government commissioned former provincial chief electoral officer Keith Lampard to investigate. Following the release of his damning report that found the Métis election was neither fair nor democratic, the Saskatchewan government froze the $400,000 a year it has contributed to the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan. The Métis Nation of Saskatchewan however is still receiving more than $500,000 a year from the heritage department. After Lampard's report, why is the federal government still continuing to financially support a group which is illegitimately holding political office?

Hon. Liza Frulla (Minister of Canadian Heritage and Minister responsible for Status of Women, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the issue of the Métis is of great concern to us. It is true that there was a problem with the election, but on the other hand, we do not want to let the community down. Perhaps I will be able to provide more detailed explanations to the hon. member.

Points of Order

Oral Question Period

Hon. Liza Frulla (Minister of Canadian Heritage and Minister responsible for Status of Women, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I would like to respond to a question from the hon. member for Saskatoon–Wanuskewin on the Métis and the contribution that had been given. It should be noted that we have been funding aboriginal organizations for more than 30 years. However, the Department of Canadian Heritage had approved core funding for the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan before the Lampard Report was published. Future payments have been suspended until the report has been read and the findings released. Thus, no payments will be made.
