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       November 18, 2004

OTTAWA – Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) spoke out against trans fats today in the House of Commons. The NDP motion in Parliament calls for the government to enact regulations or present legislation eliminating processed trans fats, the Canadian consumption of which is among the highest in the world. Conservative Health Critic Steven Fletcher split his time with Vellacott who also spoke in favour of eliminating trans fats from food products sold in Canada, pushing, at the very least, for informed consent and accurate labelling of products containing trans fats.
Vellacott said, “What really upsets me is when we have deception in advertising, such as supermarket products that say ‘cholesterol free, low in saturated fats,’ to give the impression that they are healthy, although they contain significant amounts of trans fats.” Vellacott says that’s deceptive, and stresses the need for truth in labelling. With honest labelling, there can be informed consent with consumption.
Vellacott will be supporting the motion. Some of his colleagues will be voting differently. The Conservative Party is allowing a free vote. There are serious health risks associated with trans fats, and the Canadian taxpayer is the one who picks up the tab at the end of the day when a person needs medical treatment as a result of the long-term harm caused by these artery-clogging substances.
Vellacott called for a “collaborative and consultative” approach to resolving this health issue. Vellacott says there need not be a negative impact on Canadian canola farmers as a result of the ban. As the Canola Council of Canada has acknowledged, “Over the past three years, canola farmers have begun to grow a higher value type of canola, called high oleic canola. This type of canola was developed specifically for the purpose of replacing partially-hydrogenated vegetable oils, in response to the medical community and the food industry’s concern about trans fats.”

Vellacott points out that “the farmers in my constituency would be paid a premium by the market to grow high oleic canola, and many more millions of acres of this kind of canola could be grown each year.”
Vellacott says, “I think the regulations or legislation can be phased-in to allow the time for these new oils to be available on the market at competitive prices.” “Eliminating trans fats in an expeditious, yet collaborative, manner can be a win-win situation for the health of Canadians and for Canadian business,” said Vellacott.
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For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899

