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Saskatoon - History was made on October 15, 2003 when an Agreement in Principle was signed between Canadian Alliance Leader Stephen Harper and Progressive Conservative Leader Peter MacKay. You will be interested to know that the Canadian Alliance Members of Parliament were nearly unanimous in endorsing the Agreement – a copy of which is available to you by contacting my office. You can also see the details on the website www.canadianalliance.ca.

Our local Canadian Alliance Saskatoon-Wanuskewin Board of Directors has voted unanimously to support the proposal.

The purpose of the Agreement is the formation of the new Conservative Party of Canada. The Canadian Alliance Party (C.A.) and the Progressive Conservative Party (P.C.) would come together and present Canadian voters with one strong competitive alternative to the Liberals in the coming election. 

I have already marked my ballot in support of the initiative and mailed it in. As a fiscal and social conservative, I see the benefit of forming the new Conservative Party of Canada. As long as we stay involved in the process, we can shape the outline and affirm the policies that we believe to be best for our country.

Because our Canadian Alliance membership base in the country is large and active we will maintain major influence in this new Conservative Party of Canada.

Following are some of the practical steps along the path to bring the new party about:

1. Both parties will ask their members to ratify the agreement by December 12. 

2. The C.A. will endorse the Agreement if 50% +1 of the members who vote are in favour. The P.C.’s will endorse the Agreement if 2/3 of members who vote are in favour.


3. C.A. members will be mailed a ballot and must mail it back by November 27. 

4. P.C. ridings will hold a delegate selection meeting between November 29 and December 2. On December 6 a national meeting will be held with delegates meeting at one of twenty locations across Canada, which will be linked up by teleconference. The delegates will debate and vote on whether to ratify the Agreement. For more information go to www.pcparty.ca.

5. We look forward to a huge national celebration on December 12.


6. Conservative Party Constituency Associations will be formed in each riding by January 24th. The new Conservative Party of Canada members in each riding will meet and elect a Constituency Board of Directors.


7. Each Constituency Association will choose a candidate to represent the Party in the coming federal election, with nomination meetings to take place in February. Individuals will have to be a Conservative Party member for 21 days in order to vote in a nomination meeting. I will be pursuing the nomination to be the new Conservative Party candidate in this Saskatoon-Wanuskewin Constituency. I am hopeful that the growing membership in Saskatoon-Wanuskewin will select me to carry the banner for the new Conservative Party for the 2004 federal election.

8. The vote for the Leader of the new Party will take place March 19 – 21. 

9. We expect a federal election to be called on or about April 4 for a May vote. Although this timeline is very short, there is a great advantage to going into the election offering voters one strong alternative to the Liberals. Many young Canadians are already showing enthusiasm about involvement in a strong, competitive party. Citizens frustrated at having “no one to vote for” due to vote splitting, will once more have real hope of change.


On November 3, 2003 Global Television released a poll showing that if an election were held today, 36% would vote Liberal and 31.2% would vote for a new Conservative Party. Under this scenario the Liberals would be headed for, at best, a minority government. Without the new Party, the Liberals polled 37.8%, the Canadian Alliance 16.9% and the P.C.’s 11.2%.


It is important to note that the C.A. and P.C. 1997 and 2000 election platforms as written were virtually identical. In some respects the P.C. Constitution is actually more grassroots than the C.A. Constitution. I have had a good working relation with a number of P.C. Members of Parliament in the House of Commons, in committees and in the Parliamentary Pro-Life Caucus.


Constituency leaders from the C.A. and P.C. associations have already begun to meet and talk. If the members of both parties endorse the Agreement in Principle, the new party will be well positioned to campaign vigorously to ensure each constituency sends a Conservative Party MP to Ottawa. I will be working hard to secure the nomination to be the new Conservative Party of Canada candidate in Saskatoon-Wanuskewin.


Under this Liberal government Canada has lost a lot of ground in terms of waste of public money, a trend towards judge-made laws, our international reputation, the democratic deficit and, especially, ethics. Canadians deserve better, much better. We must end the vote splitting that has for too long given the Liberals a free ride and allowed them to govern with only 38% of the popular vote. 


A new, vigorous, broad-based conservative alternative is now a real possibility. With strong leadership, proven and seasoned M.P.s, and an army of dedicated members across the country, we will be a force clearly able to truly make a difference in our country’s future and deliver better government for Canada. There’s an opportunity for many of us to help build this new party, shape its direction and gather voters’ support. 


I look forward to working with others in the future in this important endeavour, the new Conservative Party of Canada.
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For further information please contact my office at 306-975-4725.

