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Most oppose province’s same-sex marriage stance

By Lana Haight

Allowing same-sex partners to marry is highly unpopular in Saskatchewan, according to a poll commissioned by The StarPhoenix, the Regina Leader-Post and Global Television. More than 45 per cent of the adults polled last week strongly oppose the provincial government’s action to allow same-sex marriages. Another 8.9 per cent oppose the move while 12.1 per cent support and a further 18.5 per cent strongly support the government. The remaining 15 per cent placed themselves in the middle of the road, neither supporting nor opposing the government. “They’ve made up their minds. By far, the largest group is firmly committed against (same-sex marriages),” said Cam Cooper, senior analyst with Sigma Analytics, the company that conducted the poll.

When asked to rate how the provincial government handled the same-sex marriage issue on a scale of one to five, 33.6 per cent said one or very poorly, 19.1 per cent responded two or poorly, 25.3 per cent said three, 15.9 per cent gave the province a four or well, and six per cent replied five or very well.

In November, several homosexual couples from Saskatoon applied to a family court judge to have the traditional definition of marriage declared unconstitutional. The judge agreed, opening the door for the province to issue marriage licences to same-sex couples. Lawyers for the provincial government did not oppose the couples’ application. When the issue of same-sex marriages went to the Supreme Court of Canada, the provincial government did not apply for intervenor status.

Saskatchewan Party justice critic Don Morgan believes many people in the province took offence at how the provincial government handled the issue. By allowing the courts to set the agenda with “judge-made” law, the provincial government limited public input on the issue, which may account for the poor rating it received in the poll, says Morgan. The Saskatchewan’s Party position is that the government should have introduced a bill that would have led to public debate in the legislature and possible hearings throughout the province. “We are the ones who are accountable to the citizens of the province. The judges are accountable to uphold the law and uphold the individual rights. But the accountability for making changes to a common law definition of marriage . . . that should be discussed, should be debated. People can’t lobby judges, can’t make representations, can’t present petitions (to judges),” said Morgan.

But deputy premier Clay Serby says the NDP government has taken the proper course and done what almost every other provincial government has done. “For (the Saskatchewan Party) to suggest the government could have done more would be an unfair statement,” he said. “Same-sex marriage is really not a provincial issue. Our job, I think, provincially, is to respect decisions made at the national level.” he said. Saskatchewan is one of seven provinces and one territory where same-sex couples can legally marry after lower court decisions. “I think if you spoke to any administration across the land, irrespective of which provincial government is in power, you’d get the same answer. This is not a political party debate. It’s about respecting the laws of the land,” said Serby.

According to the poll, women are more likely to support same-sex marriages than men. Younger adults, with higher incomes and more education are also more likely to agree with the government’s handling of the same-sex marriage issue. Those most likely to disagree with the government include people who live on farms and in small communities. Morgan questions some of the poll’s findings. The constituency he represents has the second-highest income in the province and he’s received many phone calls from people who disapprove of the government’s position.

Sigma Analytics is a Saskatchewan firm providing data mining and modeling, attitudinal polling and market research. Telephone interviews were conducted between Feb. 7 and 10 with 631 residents of the province aged 18 or older. The results from a sample of this size are considered to be accurate to within plus or minus four percentage points, 19 times out of 20.

