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Vellacott says straight-forward poll question

provides more accurate picture
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           May 7, 2003

OTTAWA – Today, Maurice Vellacott, MP for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin, was touting the results from a Praxicus Public Strategies national survey of 1,000 Canadians (April 7-9 2003; margin of error +/- 3.1%).

The media has been reporting very different results from other pollsters. Vellacott believes the Praxicus numbers more accurately reflect Canadian Alliance support across Canada. Vellacott indicated that a number of media people in Ottawa are skeptical of other recent polls that appear discouraging for the Canadian Alliance.

Vellacott alluded to the scenario in 1993 when Tory leader Kim Campbell kicked off her campaign, the pollsters had her and her party way out in front of the Liberals. Even two weeks into that campaign, pollsters were predicting a solid Tory victory. On election day Kim Campbell and the Tories suffered a massive defeat.

Vellacott remarked, “The Praxicus results put the Canadian Alliance as high as we have ever been between elections.” Vellacott says he is encouraged.

The Praxicus survey Vellacott refers to was not conducted for the Canadian Alliance. It is part of a syndicated study Praxicus has begun. Praxicus asked a very straight-forward question: “If a federal election were held today, which of the following parties’ candidates would you vote for?”



Liberals/Jean Chretien


42.2%




Alliance/Stephen Harper

19.5%




PC/Joe Clark



16%




NDP/Jack Layton


13.5%




Bloc Québécois/Gilles Duceppe

  7.8%




Some other party


  1.1%

Vellacott was also quick to draw attention to the populist Reform-Alliance phenomena of a significant surge once election campaigns get underway. Vellacott concluded by saying that, “When our leader Stephen Harper debates the geriatric, tired-out millionaire Paul Martin, leading the Liberals in the next election, watch the Canadian Alliance numbers spike upward.”
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For additional comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899

