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               May 5, 2005

OTTAWA – A Conservative Party Private Member’s Bill that would require a consecutive sentence for the use of a firearm in the commission of an offence passed second reading in the House of Commons yesterday. “This is another example of Conservative Party leadership to make this Parliament work despite the turmoil of Liberal corruption that is preventing that party from governing effectively,” said Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin).

The vote for Bill C-215, introduced by Conservative MP Daryl Kramp (Prince Edward-Hastings, ON) was 148-148, with the Speaker of the House breaking the tie to pass the bill and send it to the Justice Committee.

“Bill C-215 would ensure that criminals who commit indictable gun crimes are punished more effectively than is presently the case.” Bill C-215 will introduce consecutive, minimum mandatory sentences for indictable offences committed with a firearm. The sentences would range from five to fifteen years depending on the nature of the offence. “The Liberals continue to go after law-abiding duck hunters and gun collectors with an obscenely expensive and ineffective gun registry, while the Conservative Party targets criminals with useful deterrents to violent crime,” said Vellacott.

“This Bill will act as an effective deterrent to gun violence and will send a clear message that violent gun crime will not be tolerated in Canada,” said Kramp.

“Today is a great step forward in aiding our police forces and honouring the endorsements of the Canadian Chiefs of Police and the Professional Police Association,” said Vellacott. “This bill would help us fulfill our moral, legal and social responsibilities to protect the vulnerable in our society.”

Bill C-215 has now been referred to the Standing Committee on Justice, Human Rights, Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness.
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