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           May 29, 2003

OTTAWA – Canadian Alliance MP Maurice Vellacott spoke in the House of Commons today in support of M-396, a motion to recognize the 2nd Sunday of December as National Children’s Memorial Day. The motion was introduced in the House by Liberal MP Lawrence O’Brien.

“Many days are set aside to remember special things and … A National Children’s Memorial Day would be a valuable addition to this tradition of days of remembrance,” said Vellacott. “A National Children’s Memorial Day would help parents remember their loss in a special way. It would be a day in which special events could be organized to bring people together who may have nothing else in common except that they have had to deal with the death of a child. It could play a vital role in the grieving process for many families. And it would be a way to tell grieving families that society supports their need to remember, even years after the loss of their child.”

The death of a child can come in one of many different ways. Vellacott drew attention to tragedies involving infants and the unborn, including SIDS, abortion, miscarriage and still-born childbirth. Despite the disputes today over the humanity of the unborn, Vellacott illustrated how women grieve after an abortion because they know it was a baby that was taken.

Vellacott also acknowledged the kind of tragedies that tend to impact older children, including children who are snatched by predators, those involved in accidents, such as with automobiles or firearms, and children who die of cancer and other childhood diseases.

“I hope that all Members in this House will recognize the special relationship between children and their parents by establishing in Canada a National Children's Memorial Day,” said Vellacott.

The motion was passed by unanimous consent in the House of Commons, by Vellacott and the eight other MPs present in the Chamber, just before the House adjourned late Thursday afternoon.
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