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 May 16, 2005

OTTAWA – Saskatoon-Wanuskewin MP Maurice Vellacott notes that Ralph Goodale has waited until the week of a non-confidence motion before taking the issue of Saskatchewan equalization seriously. Vellacott indicates that, while any new money for Saskatchewan is welcome, it appears to be part of the latest vote-buying scheme of this corrupt Liberal government.

Vellacott says, “We’d strongly suggest that Calvert get any deal in writing and carefully scrutinized a by a whole team of lawyers. The Liberals have a history of breaking promises and not following through on their commitments.”

Vellacott points out that on March 22nd, Goodale voted against a Conservative Motion, brought forward by the Saskatchewan Caucus that would have given Saskatchewan full control over their non-renewable natural resource revenue by eliminating it from the equalization formula.

Vellacott remarks that the Saskatchewan Conservative Caucus has constantly put pressure on the federal Liberal government to deliver a fair deal for Saskatchewan. He reminds the public that it was the Saskatchewan Conservative Caucus that initiated a meeting with Premier Calvert calling on him to pressure Goodale into providing a fair deal for Saskatchewan.

Goodale has constantly said that Saskatchewan does not deserve to have its non-renewable natural resource revenue exempt from equalization because of its new status as a “have” province. Goodale now appears to be changing his stance with the threat of an election imminent.

Vellacott concludes by saying, “Equalization is a national problem that needs wholesale reform. A Conservative Government would host a First Minister’s meeting in order to settle the fiscal imbalance once and for all and create a fair and equitable equalization formula.”
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