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March 28, 2003

OTTAWA – Canadian Alliance MP Maurice Vellacott today in the House of Commons questioned the Liberal government’s commitment to aboriginal Canadians who are currently fighting alongside their American friends in Iraq.

Vellacott asked:

Mr. Speaker, some brave hearts from Canada’s First Nations’ communities have enlisted themselves with the American forces and are fighting alongside our American friends in the Coalition of the Willing.

The Canadian Prime Minister would not approve Canadian troops to fight alongside Americans in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Why won’t the Defense Minister commend these aboriginal Canadian soldiers for fighting alongside our friends and allies against Saddam Hussein?

Canadian First Nations have a dignified history of fighting alongside our American neighbours when our country has been drawn into military conflict abroad. Vellacott commends them for enlisting in the American forces and continuing their tradition of bravery and loyalty in the current conflict against Saddam Hussein’s ruthless regime. He hopes that their contribution will help to salvage Canada’s tattered international reputation and help to repair our relations with the United States. “The rest of Canada is grateful for their service and the Canadian Alliance is proud to have them represent us in Iraq,” said Vellacott.

“I pray that each one of these First Nations’ soldiers will stand tall for freedom, and I trust that they will arrive home safely after the Coalition of the Willing achieves victory and liberates the people of Iraq.
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For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899

