	Saskatoon:

Unit 3, 844-51st St. East

Saskatoon, SK  S7K 5C7

Tel (306) 975-4725

Toll free (888) 844-8886

Fax (306) 975-4728

vellacott.mp@shawlink.ca
	
	[image: image1.png]



	
	Ottawa:

Suite 610, Justice Bldg.

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6

Tel (613) 992-1899

Fax (613) 992-3085

Vellacott.M@parl.gc.ca

www.mauricevellacott.ca


HOUSE OF COMMONS

CANADA


Maurice Vellacott, MP
Saskatoon-Wanuskewin 

Vellacott Votes Against More Money for Gun Registry

For Immediate Release





March 26, 2003

OTTAWA – In solidarity with fiscally responsible Canadians, Maurice Vellacott voted yesterday against giving more taxpayer dollars to the incompetently managed gun registry. “Regretfully, the vote to give an additional $59 million to the gun control boondoggle was passed by Parliament on the strength of government and Bloc Quebecois,” said Vellacott. Opposition to the funding vote was led by the Canadian Alliance.

This particular vote goes far beyond the specific issue of gun control. In December of last year when it became clear that Parliament opposed further funding for the gun registry, the government withdrew a request for $72 million to avoid the risk of being defeated in a vote to approve those funds. The Liberal government has intentionally disregarded the will of Parliament with yesterday’s vote. “The utter disrespect for the most fundamental democratic principles by the Chrétien government is deeply disturbing,” says Vellacott.

The Prime Minister has also continued to push his gun registry agenda over the protests of his own MPs. Reminiscent of the schoolyard bully, he even made one of his own female Members break down crying over the issue. She was one of only three Liberal MPs who sat in the Chamber, but abstained from the vote instead of voting with their government for this money.

Saskatchewan police officers are pleading for more money for effective training as well as to maintain the quality of their forensic labs and other crime-fighting tools. They also need to be able to put more officers on the street. “It is about time the Liberal government invested in the safety of Canadians, instead of trying to appease narrow ideological interests,” says Vellacott.
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For additional comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899

