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VELLACOTT EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT 

NEW LIBERAL BILINGUALISM "ACTION PLAN"

For immediate release 




   

    March 14, 2003

The Liberal Government announced a new federal bilingualism plan this week. This plan includes a $650-million price tag, partial funding (to be matched by the provinces) for increased second-language education, and a goal to double the number of bilingual high school graduates by 2010. The plan also increases restrictions on the ability of unilingual Canadians to be appointed to many positions in the federal Public Service.


Vellacott believes that, while it is positive to promote language training through our schools, the provinces, which administer education, will likely not be receptive to yet another tied-funding deal. He thinks that this will be particularly true if the deal is not sensitive to regional needs in second-language education, such as the demand for heritage language education or the demand for schooling in non-official-languages when it makes local economic sense.

Vellacott finds it troubling to hear of developments such as the recent memorandum circulated within Industry Canada, threatening to dock pay from—or even terminate—employees who do not become bilingual by the end of this month. Such tactics freeze out from the Public Service the 24 million Canadians—and especially immigrant groups—who speak only one official language (either English or French) but not both.

Vellacott says that the Canadian Alliance supports the recommendations of the Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism, which proposed thirty years ago that as many Canadians as possible should be able to work in the language environment of their choice, even if they are not bilingual. 

Vellacott agrees with this principle of personal choice. He and his wife have chosen to have their two younger sons in French immersion schooling, but Vellacott acknowledges the right of other Canadians to make their own choices on this matter. The Liberal Action Plan constrains choices by punishing unilingual Canadians applying for jobs in the federal civil service.
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