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March 12, 2004

OTTAWA – Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott stressed the importance of honesty in labelling today as he led off debate on his Dairy Terms Act. Bill C-340 would ensure the correct use of dairy terms, protect consumers from being misled, and ensure fair practices in the food trade. The Act establishes rules for using dairy terms on food labels and, with some exceptions, prohibits dairy terms from being used when a food contains no dairy ingredients.

Inaccurate labelling by non-dairy producers whose foods compete with dairy products can mislead and confuse consumers while unfairly taking market share away from dairy producers. Canada’s dairy producers spend over $75 million on advertising dairy products and promoting the nutritional benefits of dairy foods.

“Consumers are entitled to properly informed choice in the matter of dairy products and non-dairy alternatives,” Vellacott said.

The Dairy Terms Act would bring Canada’s domestic legislation in line with guidelines it has supported at the international level.

Due to the expressions of cross-party support for the bill, Vellacott tried to get unanimous consent on the floor of the House of Commons to send the bill directly to the Agriculture committee. Liberal MPs, however, blocked the move and denied unanimous consent.

“I am very disappointed that some Liberals decided to block this opportunity to expedite this important bill and have a Parliamentary committee examine it,” said Vellacott. “Dairy producers and consumers have been waiting a long time for this common sense measure to be implemented.”
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For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899

