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Vellacott joins MPs in support of visitor visa reform legislation

For Immediate Release






       March 11, 2005
Ottawa – Saskatoon-Wanuskewin MP Maurice Vellacott this week voted in favour of sending Bill C-283 to the Citizenship and Immigration Committee for review. The bill, written and sponsored by Newton-North Delta MP Gurmant Grewal, would allow Canadian citizens and landed immigrants to sponsor visitor visa applicants after an initial refusal.

“I was pleased by the widespread support given to Bill C-283, introduced by my colleage, Gurmant Grewal,” said Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin). The Private Member’s Bill passed second reading by a 165-112 vote. “MPs from the Conservative Party, the Bloc, and the NDP all voted in mass for the bill, as did a significant number of Liberals, including the Chair of the Immigration Committee who seconded the bill. Some Liberals tried a number of procedural tricks to defeat the bill, but you cannot defeat a good idea, even one coming from the Opposition,” said Vellacott.

“I support the bill because of how it assists my constituents. I hear stories of mothers and fathers prohibited from coming to Canada for weddings, or sons and daughters stopped from attending funerals. Current rules are vague, ineffective, and lack compassion. There need to be alternatives for when an overworked immigration officer makes a subjective decision to bar a foreign national from visiting Canada,” emphasized Vellacott.

“Sponsorship gives people a fair option. It would give immigration officers stronger evidence that a legitimate visitor intends to return home after their trip,” said Vellacott. “It will not only facilitate legitimate visitors but will also increase the return rate to the country of origin.”
Bill C-283 will now move on to the Citizenship and Immigration Committee where members will consider the bill in detail and make recommendations for amendments, if any. Once the Committee has concluded its study, the bill returns to the House of Commons for final debate and a vote probably in the fall.
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