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             June 2, 2005

OTTAWA – Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) condemned the Liberal-NDP coalition and the Bloc Quebecois for voting against justice and accountability yesterday by defeating the Conservative motion that would have called on Justice John Gomery to name names in the sponsorship scandal. The vote was 192-92. “The Conservative Party alone voted for the Canadian voters and taxpayers who want Judge Gomery to be able to name names and assign responsibility,” said Vellacott.
The Conservative Party motion was: “That this House call on the Government to amend section (k) of the Gomery Commission’s terms of reference to allow the Commissioner to name names and assign responsibility.”

“The government is spending millions of dollars on this inquiry,” said Vellacott. “Canadians will not get the best value for their hard-earned dollars, if the Prime Minister refuses to allow Judge Gomery to assign responsibility.”

“I was taken aback that the Bloc voted with the Liberals,” added Vellacott. “It is, however, consistent with their voting record, and their preference for voting with the Liberals rather than with the Conservatives. While the Conservatives have voted alongside the Bloc only to support such important motions as those calling for an inquiry into Air India, the removal of the CAIS deposit, and to support our struggling textile workers, the Liberal-NDP coalition was supported by the Quebec separatists to keep their dirty laundry hidden.”
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