	Saskatoon:

Unit 3, 844-51st St. East

Saskatoon, SK  S7K 5C7

Tel (306) 975-4725

Toll free (888) 844-8886

Fax (306) 975-4728

vellacott.mp@shawlink.ca
	
	[image: image1.png]



	
	Ottawa:

Suite 610, Justice Bldg.

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6

Tel (613) 992-1899

Fax (613) 992-3085

Vellacott.M@parl.gc.ca

www.mauricevellacott.ca


HOUSE OF COMMONS

CANADA


Maurice Vellacott, MP
Saskatoon-Wanuskewin

Vellacott speaks out on child care
For Immediate Release






            June 14, 2005

OTTAWA – Today the Conservative Party of Canada asked, in a motion in the House, that the government recognize that its current child care proposals creates a two-tier child care system because: (a) the government ignores the fact that each province is unique and faces different challenges with regard to assisting families in finding and providing child care; and (b) that the federal government is discriminating against families who choose to stay at home or find care outside of a publicly funded system or work shift-work, or who are on a low income.

Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) acknowledges that Canadian parents face many child care challenges, and that parents need choices and options. He recognizes that quality child care is critical to the future of Canada’s economic and social well-being. Vellacott says, “Our Conservative Party of Canada recognizes that parents are in the best position to determine how to care for their children – not the federal government.”

Vellacott is of the view that, “The Liberals are creating a two tier child care system – money for some and nothing for most. This two tier child care system does not meet the needs of 80% of Canadian children.”

A survey released by the Vanier Institute found that in general Canadians felt that day care was their least favorite option for child care. As well, 90% of working mothers and 84% of working fathers would prefer to work part-time if they could afford it. In addition a 2002 Strategic Counsel survey found that 76% of respondents stated that they would prefer to have “a parent stay at home with their children [rather] than have them in some other form of care … if money was not a consideration.”

Vellacott charges that the Liberal daycare plan only supports one choice – 9am to 5pm institutional daycare – excluding stay-at-home parents, shift workers or parents who live or work outside of an urban area where there are no daycare facilities. Vellacott emphasizes that the Liberal plan is far from universal – it only increases regulated subsidized daycare spaces from 7 % to 10 % – only a 3% increase. Whereas, Vellacott stresses that the Conservative Party of Canada’s plan is universal and equitable – providing cash subsidies directly to parents so that they can make their own child care choices, treating all parents and all families equally.

Vellacott underlined that the Conservative Party believes that Canadian parents want child care options. Vellacott concluded, “The Conservative Party will offer an enhanced child care plan which will provide families with the options and support they need and the choice they deserve. We will provide a program that is truly universal.”
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