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Saskatoon-Wanuskewin

Vellacott applauds judge’s decision to postpone

Montana court hearing on ban of Canadian beef
For Immediate Release







July 20, 2005
OTTAWA – Judge Richard Cebull of the Montana District Court in Billings, Montana announced today that he is postponing indefinitely the scheduled July 27 hearing into the possible re-opening of the Canada-US border to Canadian livestock, in order to look more closely at the July 13 Seattle Ninth Circuit Court decision that unanimously overturned his order for a temporary injunction, closing the border.  It remains to be seen whether this hearing will occur at all.

Saskatoon-Wanuskewin Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott stated, “This is very encouraging news for Canadian livestock producers.  It means that the border will remain open for some time to come. The longer it remains open, the more likely the current status quo will prevail.”

As a result of this decision, Conservative parliamentarians are postponing their planned July 27 trip to Montana.

Vellacott says, “By virtue of the Seattle Ninth Circuit Court decision, Judge Cebull is under pressure to recognize the science and the safety of Canada's cattle and food safety system. This greatly improves the odds of keeping the border open permanently to trade of Canadian beef and livestock.”

Vellacott remarked, “The Liberal government  has refused to take the necessary steps to ensure it has official standing at the hearing, to protect the interests of Canadian livestock producers.”

Vellacott concluded, “Should Judge Cebull announce another court date, it will be the Conservative Party who will be defending the interests of Canadian livestock producers through their amicus status standing.”
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