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Vellacott encouraged that U.S. court of appeal overturns temporary injunction against Canadian cattle

For Immediate Release







July 15, 2005
OTTAWA – In a unanimous decision, three judges of the U.S. Appellate Court in Seattle yesterday overturned Montana Judge Richard Cebull’s decision to temporarily keep the U.S. border closed to Canadian cattle. In their ruling, the judges stressed to Judge Cebull that under the law the USDA has the discretion and latitude to make decisions about the safety of U.S. food based on the science at hand.

Saskatoon-Wanuskewin Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott responded, “This ruling confirms what we have been saying all along – Canada's livestock and food safety system is scientifically safe. The World Organization for Animal Health agrees with us.”

“This decision also confirms that there are no sound reasons for the continued closure of the U.S. border to Canadian livestock,” Vellacott added.

Vellacott cautioned, “While this decision is encouraging, we have to wait for the July 27th Montana Court hearing where a decision will be made regarding the permanent closure of the U.S. border to both Canadian livestock and boxed beef.”

Conservative Party Parliamentarians will have a voice in the Montana hearing. Whatever the outcome of that hearing, it is likely that the losing side will appeal and that could delay the border re-opening for a while yet. The Conservatives are hopeful that Montana Judge Cebull will recognize this superior court ruling as well as the facts and science presented to him by Conservative Parliamentarians defending the interests of Canadian livestock producers.

A number of Conservative MPs attended this week’s hearing and showed solidarity with Canadian livestock producers by being the only federally elected officials present in the Seattle courtroom. Vellacott remarked, “Sadly, Paul Martin did not deem it important enough to have any Members of his Cabinet, let alone Caucus, in the courtroom for this hearing.  Shamefully, the Liberal Government will not have a voice in the upcoming Montana hearing either.”
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