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Vellacott cautiously optimistic about

Klein’s health care reforms
For Immediate Release







 July 13, 2005

OTTAWA – Yesterday Premier Ralph Klein unveiled proposals for health care reform. Called the “THIRD WAY,” the plan outlines solutions for improving access and streamlining services. The plan also lays out a timetable detailing when various initiatives will be implemented. Roy Romanow says it does not violate the Canada Health Act.

Saskatoon-Wanuskewin Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott remarked, “Compare Klein’s approach to the typical Liberal approach of vague generalities with no standards or deadlines.”

Vellacott said, “The Liberals have no credibility when it comes to health care. Paul Martin cut $25 billion from health care spending in the 1990s.  His cuts doubled wait times for essential medical procedures. Martin’s ‘fix for a generation’ was just another broken promise.”

Vellacott accuses the Liberals of having spent more than a decade fear-mongering about health care rather than instituting real reform.

Vellacott says, “I am cautiously optimistic about Premier Klein’s plan. I support his initiative to improve access, while maintaining universal standards and high quality care.”

Vellacott emphasized, “The Conservative Party supports the Canada Health Act. We support our universally accessible, publicly-funded health care system. Canadians should have reasonable access to timely and quality health care services no matter where they live or their income level.”

Vellacott concluded, “A Conservative government would take the necessary steps to repair the damage done by Paul Martin to Canada’s health care system. We respect provincial jurisdiction over health care. Our party would guarantee secure funding to the provinces.”
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