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Quennell and Layton are NDP bullies
in different playgrounds
For Immediate Release







 July 12, 2005

OTTAWA – Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) expressed consternation upon learning that the Saskatchewan Justice Minister is investigating a complaint about a Saskatchewan marriage commissioner who refuses to perform a same-sex marriage. Despite pleas from the federal Justice Minister that provinces attempt to find a balance between the constitutional protection for religion and conscience and the new political “right” of same-sex marriage, Saskatchewan Justice Minister Frank Quennell had made it clear that he believes marriage commissioners should resign if they won’t perform same-sex marriages. “This approach violates the spirit and letter of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms,” said Vellacott.

Several marriage commissioners have already filed human rights complaints against the province for telling them to either perform same-sex marriages or resign. One of those, Prince Albert marriage commissioner Bruce Goertzen, has said he would refuse to perform a same-sex marriage, whereas other commissioners in the area are willing to perform them.

“This is how official bilingualism policy is implemented,” said Vellacott, who is a Conservative Party critic for Official Languages. “When it comes to bilingualism requirements, government services must be available in both official languages, but not necessarily by the same person. Bilingualism is rooted in the Charter, yet attempts have been made to implement policies in a fair-minded fashion.”

“Therefore, if Prince Albert commissioner Goertzen, or Regina commissioner Orville Nichols, refuse to perform a same-sex marriage, others in their respective areas would be willing to perform this function,” said Vellacott. “Quennell has never explained why he is prepared to trample on the conscience and religious beliefs of Saskatchewan marriage commissioners,” added Vellacott.

Orville Nichols and Bruce Goertzen have complaints of their own before the Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission. They are alleging discrimination by the provincial government against their conscience and religious freedoms due to the order that they perform homosexual marriages or resign. “The provincial government would certainly be out of line to make a decision on this homosexual couple’s complaint if it’s against Nichols or Goertzen prior to a resolution of their own human rights complaints,” said Vellacott.

Vellacott is also concerned about the wider implications of changing the definition of marriage for people employed throughout the wedding industry. “Will the constitutional rights to religious and conscience freedom be protected for wedding planners, caterers and jewelry store marriage license issuers?” asked Vellacott.
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