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Vellacott Applauds Re-affirmation of Reasonable Parental Discipline
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       Friday January 30, 2004

Ottawa - Today a Supreme Court of Canada ruling upheld the constitutionality of spanking. The law protecting parents who have spanked their children from criminal prosecution was subjected to a Charter challenge by the advocacy group calling itself the Canadian Foundation for Children, Youth and the Law. The Supreme Court upheld rulings in the lower courts.

Section 43 of the Criminal Code reads: “Every schoolteacher, parent or person standing in the place of a parent is justified in using force by way of correction toward a pupil or child, as the case may be, who is under his care, if the force does not exceed what is reasonable under the circumstances.”
Vellacott was pleased that section 43 of the Criminal Code was left alone. He said, “The law, as it presently stands, provides no protection for child abusers—and rightly so. But parental discipline is quite different from child abuse. The current law as stated in section 43 strikes the needed balance between protecting children from abuse while still allowing parents to correct their children in a reasonable and acceptable manner. When parental discipline is being exercised responsibly, the state has no right to interfere in the family or in parental authority.”
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