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StatsCan supports traditional marriage

– Dads have vital impact on the mental well-being of their teens –

For Immediate Release





          February 24, 2005
OTTAWA – Maurice Vellacott, the Conservative Party MP for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin, said today in the House of Commons:
A new Statistics Canada study adds to the research showing how important it is for children to be raised by both a mom and a dad.

Researchers found that teenagers “who reported that their relationship with their father had increased in closeness, understanding and affection over time” are less likely to have symptoms of depression. StatsCan reported that “these results occurred for both young men and women regardless of household income, or whether the young people lived in either single- or two-parent families.”

Teens were also shown to respond differently to changes in their relationship with their father in contrast to changes in their relationship with their mother. This StatsCan research found that changes in a teen's relationship with their dad had a more significant impact on how they felt about themselves.

In the midst of the current marriage debate in this Chamber, StatsCan has confirmed the vital importance of boys and girls having a positively involved mom and dad. As parliamentarians, we have an obligation to take this latest scientific evidence into account, and based on it should oppose Bill C-38 and affirm time-honoured, traditional marriage.
The research was based on interviews done with 908 boys and girls, first in 1998-99 when they were 14 and 15 years old, and then in 2000-01, when they were 16 and 17.
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