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December 9, 2004

OTTAWA – Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) was surprised that there was some restraint showed by the Supreme Court of Canada today in its decision on the Liberal government’s marriage reference. “There is much that is wrong about the process,” said Vellacott, “but it is essential to note that the court refused to declare the traditional, opposite-sex definition of marriage unconstitutional.”

Notwithstanding lower court rulings, including that of the Saskatchewan Court of Queen’s Bench, the traditional definition of marriage is not unconstitutional. That is the verdict of the Supreme Court of Canada, as well as the position of Canada’s highest court, the Parliament of Canada. Vellacott, therefore, challenges the Saskatchewan government to comply with this position and protect the constitutional rights of religion and conscience for the province’s marriage commissioners. “The court’s decision today is a huge victory for the Conservative position that Parliament is supreme. With its decision, the supreme court has challenged the Liberal government to quit hiding behind judges in the pursuit of their agenda to re-define marriage,” emphasised Vellacott.
“The supreme court has categorically rejected the argument that same-sex marriage is a fundamental human right,” said Vellacott. “The Liberal government was effectively chastised by the supreme court for not appealing lower court decisions,” said Vellacott.
The court stated that religious groups opposed to same-sex marriages are protected, and do not have to perform such ceremonies. Vellacott responded to this by saying, “Many Canadians are not greatly reassured in the current political climate that religious liberties will be protected in this matter. We will need much more than bland assurances from the courts or the Liberal government that religious freedom will be protected.”
Protecting religious freedom means more than just protecting the rights of churches and other religious bodies to maintain the traditional definition of marriage. It also means:
• Preserving the right of churches to publicly preach and teach their beliefs related to marriage
• Preserving the right of religious schools to hire staff who respect their doctrines and practices
• Protecting justices of the peace and civil marriage commissioners who do not want to solemnize marriages that are not in accordance with their beliefs
• Preserving their charitable and other economic benefits as public institutions
• Preserving the right of any public official to act in accordance with his or her beliefs

“If the Liberal government does bring forth legislation to change the definition of marriage, the Conservative Party will allow a free vote, and I and most of my colleagues will be voting against any change to the definition of marriage,” stressed Vellacott.
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For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899

