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Conservatives vote for aid for BSE-stricken producers

Liberals vote against cattle producers
For Immediate Release





       December 8, 2004

OTTAWA – Yesterday, Parliament voted on a motion urging government support for BSE-stricken producers. Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) joined his colleagues in support of the motion. The motion was carried in spite of the Liberals voting against it and against cattle producers.

The motion had been debated the previous week in the House of Commons. The straight-forward motion read:

In light of the inadequacy of current federal assistance, that this House call upon the government to implement specific measures as soon as possible to help the cattle and cull cattle producers who are suffering the impact of the mad cow crisis.
The Canadian beef industry and rural communities across this country have lost billions of dollars. Also, thousands of jobs have been lost, as families and local communities face devastation as a result of this long-running crisis, with no end in sight.

“Instead of having a thoughtful, pro-active plan to help farmers get through this difficult time, the Liberals have bungled the issue internationally, and failed to appropriately compensate farmers,” said Vellacott. “The Conservatives have been lobbying for adequate assistance for cattle producers since the crisis began, and we have a plan that will work,” concluded Vellacott.
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For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899

