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Vellacott supports Harper to be the leader of 
the new Conservative Party of Canada


Saskatoon, December 6, 2003 – Today Canadian Alliance MP Maurice Vellacott expressed his support for Stephen Harper to be the leader of the new Conservative Party of Canada. Vellacott, who co-chaired Stockwell Day's first leadership campaign in Saskatchewan, has grown in his appreciation of Harper's leadership since Stephen became the Leader of the Official Opposition in March 2002.

Vellacott summarised Harper's conservative credentials by saying that, "Stephen was a founding member of the Reform Party and played a key role as its first policy chief and the principal author of Reform's 1988 election campaign platform. In 1988 he ran for Parliament as a Reform candidate, then worked for Deborah Grey as her research assistant when she became the first Reform MP elected to the House of Commons. In 1993 he ran again and was elected in Calgary West. Stephen has roots in both parties and would be able to unify the new Conservative Party. Stephen worked for a Progressive Conservative MP in the House of Commons as a research assistant in his younger days. Later, in 1998 the Blue Committee approached Stephen to run for the leadership of the Tories." 

Vellacott emphasised: "Stephen has demonstrated to the Alliance caucus and members his leadership abilities qualifying him to be the leader of the new Conservative Party. He can articulate policy effectively in both French and English. He rebuilt the Alliance Party, which is today strong and united. He has led his caucus colleagues effectively in the House, challenging the government on its failures and corruption. He has improved the party's political organisation and election readiness. He has improved the Alliance's financial situation. In the negotiations with the PC Party Stephen showed great skill and a willingness to put the greater good of Canadians first. As well, Stephen has firsthand experience of both western and eastern Canada, having been raised and schooled in Toronto, and having worked most of his adult life in Calgary, where he earned undergraduate and masters degrees from the university there." 

Vellacott said, "Stephen is a genuine conservative. Stephen is an economic conservative and has also shown leadership in many other causes I believe in, standing for the central importance of the family and opposing the redefinition of marriage. Stephen's September 16th speech this year in Parliament defending time-honoured, traditional marriage and criticising the Liberals for undermining the institution of marriage illustrates Stephen's conviction that true conservatives care about more than just tax cuts. Stephen has been unequivocal on the crying need to outlaw all child pornography and the fundamental need for a sex offender registry. I appreciated the position of Stephen and my Canadian Alliance colleagues on Bill C-13 in that we tried to fend off experimentation on embryonic stem cells. I am encouraged by Stephen's statement that our new Conservative Party 'must also be a home for social conservatives, including those who talk about moral issues.'" 

Vellacott added, "Because, I am a free enterpriser with a social conscience, I stand with Stephen when he says that, 'We cannot relegate the poor and dispossessed to the trash bin of society or ignore the scandal of aboriginal policy in Canada. We must remember the needs of immigrants . . . . And we must face the challenges of our social programs like health care and understand the important needs they serve.'" 

Stephen's long-held agenda of democratic reform also appeals to Vellacott. Vellacott is glad to know that Harper will champion free votes in the House, all private members business being votable, an elected Senate, direct democracy and fixed election dates. 


Vellacott also noted that, after the new Conservative Party chooses a new leader in the third week of March, there will likely be only 2 weeks before Paul Martin calls a spring 2004 federal election. The short time requires that the new leader have experience in federal politics and already have relationships with his caucus colleagues. Since the leadership of the new party is not an entry-level position, it would be very difficult for someone new to come in from the outside, win the respect of his peers and lead the new party into a hotly contested election against Paul Martin. 

Vellacott concluded, "I have no question in my mind that Stephen Harper is prime ministerial material and that I can support him in a run for the leadership."
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