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MP defies warning over God reference

SASKATOON   - A Canadian Alliance member of Parliament

in Saskatoon says he is holding fast to his religious

rights by mentioning God in his speech during a

citizenship ceremony despite being warned not to by

Ottawa.


Maurice Vellacott thought the 

warning was uncalled for.

MP Maurice Vellacott went ahead with his planned

speech Thursday despite being asked by a federal civil

servant not to refer to God or the Bible. 

The former minister frequently refers to God during

speeches and in this case mentioned God's providence

for allowing his grandparents to be refused from

boarding the Titanic before immigrating to Canada. 

The MP says he received an e-mail warning telling him

not to refer to God in his speech, but after he

protested citizeship officials backed off. 

"Frankly I'm not sure that some of us, that are in

elected positions, appreciate unelected bureaucrats

beginning to write rules," he said. 

So Vellacott decided to deliver his speech with the

reference to 'God's providence' in place. He also

quoted from the Canadian charter of rights and

freedoms. 

"Whereas Canada is founded upon principles that

recognize the supremacy of God and the rule of law,"

he said quoting the Consitution during his speech. 

[image: image1.jpg]



New citizens listen to Vallecott's 

speech

In the end, no offence was registered and citizenship

officials did not take issue with Vellacott's remarks.

Vellacott later said that the warning was an example

of political correctness run amok.

This CBC TV news story transcript was found at:

http://sask.cbc.ca/regional/servlet/View?filename=vellacott031212
