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       December 10, 2004

SASKATOON – Yesterday, the Conservative Party led the way in a vote to cut the Governor-General’s budget as well as the budget of the Privy Council. Parliament cut the Governor-General’s fourth quarter budget by $417,000 and reduced the Privy Council’s budget by $127,000.

The two cuts had originally been made by MPs on the House of Commons’ Government Operations and Estimates Committee, but the Liberal government introduced motions in Parliament to reverse those committee decisions. The three opposition parties united to defeat these motions. The vote on the Governor-General’s budget was 171-120, and the vote on the Privy Council’s budget was 167-124.

“The Governor-General’s budget has ballooned under Adrienne Clarkson,” said Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin). “This budget cut represents only two percent of her budget, and is a very tempered reprimand for the kind of extravagant spending Canadians have tolerated by the Governor-General in recent years.”
“The Privy Council budget reduction was a protest against the use of government money by the Liberals on a partisan public-opinion survey about the sponsorship program,” Vellacott said.
The Conservatives almost stood alone in their vote against $96 million for the Canadian Firearms Centre. The motions to pad the billion-dollar budget for the ineffective gun registry were passed by the Liberal government with the help of the NDP and the Bloc. “Only the Conservatives voted in favour of fiscal responsibility, attempting to curtail the out-of-control spending on this massive billion-dollar boondoggle,” said Vellacott.
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For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (306) 975-4725 or (613) 992-1899

