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Vellacott renews call for an elected Senate
in wake of Prime Minister’s latest appointments
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  August 30, 2005

OTTAWA – Yesterday’s Senate appointments reveal Liberal Prime Minister Paul Martin’s refusal to deal with Canada’s democratic deficit. In order to win the last election, the Prime Minister told Canadians that he was committed to addressing our democratic deficit. Now we know this was just another disposable promise by the Liberal government. 

“These latest appointments are another reminder to Canadians that patronage and cronyism are more important than merit in the halls of power in this country,” said Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin).

Martin has acknowledged the problem of cronyism. Last year, he promised Quebec that he would put an end to this kind of disrespect the Liberal Party has shown that province: “No longer will the key to Ottawa be who you know. We are going to condemn to history the practice and the politics of cronyism” (Martin speech to Quebec City Chamber of Commerce, March 17, 2004).

“So much for that promise. Martin obviously feels much more comfortable walking down the anti-democratic road that was paved before him. He knows nothing about showing moral leadership on this vital issue,” said Vellacott.

On the other hand, the Conservative Party strongly supports the election of Senators. The Conservative Party has always been clear about its commitment to pursue the reforms necessary to make the Senate an independent and democratic body for all the regions of Canada.

“The foundation of Canada’s democracy is the people of Canada, not the power brokers in the Prime Minister’s Office,” said Vellacott. “We need to give the Senate back to the people of Canada.”
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