Petition to allow freedom of religious or conscientious objection to performing same-sex marriages

To the Honourable Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan in legislature assembled:

The Petition of the undersigned citizens of the Province of Saskatchewan humbly showeth:

That, whereas the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees freedom of religion and conscience;

Whereas governments have been prepared to accommodate unilingual employees in the implementation of Charter of Rights mandated official bilingualism by allowing for bilingual services to be made available by separate people;

Whereas governments have accommodated freedom of religion in the workplace in such areas as religious day observance (for Seventh-day Adventists and others), clothing (enabling Sikh RCMP officers to wear their turbans) and military service (conscientious objection);

Whereas marriage has never been identified as a "human right," even for heterosexuals, in any Canadian or international human rights documents:

The government must pass whatever legislation is necessary to protect the Constitutional rights to conscience and religious freedom for marriage commissioners who are unwilling or unable to perform same-sex marriage ceremonies due to their conscience and religious convictions.

Wherefore your petitioner humbly prays that your Honourable Assembly may be pleased to pass legislation that will protect the Constitutional rights to conscience and religious freedom for marriage commissioners who are unwilling or unable to perform same-sex marriage ceremonies due to their conscience and religious convictions.

And, as in duty bound, your petitioner will ever pray.
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(Date:                                )

NOTE:
Signatures must be handwritten and originals, only. Each signatory should indicate his or her address.

Mail to your own MLA or MLA Don Morgan in his role as Official Opposition Justice Critic at
109 – 3502, Taylor Street East, Saskatoon, SK  S7H 5H9
