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        August 26, 2005
OTTAWA –  An Access to Information request by Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott has revealed that the Liberal  government, through its Status of Women Canada department, is funding numerous groups which advocate extreme policies many Canadian women do not support, including groups which promote prostitution and abortion and at least one virulently anti-Christian organization. 

“This Liberal government prides itself on being a staunch defender of human rights and equality,” Vellacott said. “Yet behind the scenes it is discriminating against an entire segment of Canadian women — women who believe that all human beings have dignity; women who believe that we should be trying to prevent the spread of STDs rather than promoting risky sexual behaviour; women who believe that the State is not a better parent for their children than they are; women who, when facing a crisis pregnancy, want compassion and support to allow them to bring their babies to term in a healthy and safe environment so that they do not have to resort to abortion.”

The militantly pro-abortion group, BC Pro-Choice Action Network, whose website is laden with vitriolic statements against Christians who believe that all human beings have an equal right to live, was granted $27,400 in the fiscal year 2004/2005. Pro-CAN spokesperson Joyce Arthur uses derogatory labels to describe pro-life people who she says are mostly “fundamentalist Protestant Christians or devout Roman Catholics who follow the Pope” and whose opposition to abortion “comes primarily from religious justifications for oppressing women” and a need to “maximize [the Catholic Church’s] membership levels to maintain their worldly influence and wealth.” Pro-CAN accuses pro-life Christians of being “religious fanatics” responsible for the oppression of women, of “doing little or nothing for children once they are born,” of being “anti-woman and anti-child,” of having views which are “uninformed, sexist, cruel,” and of lacking the ability to empathize which “breeds intolerance, hate crimes, and war.” 

“Government funding of such bigotry in a country which supposedly values and protects freedom of religion and conscience boggles the mind,” Vellacott said. 

The Canadian National Coalition of Experiential Women (CNCEW), which is actively campaigning to decriminalize solicitation for prostitution, was granted $322,646. CNCEW president Cherry Kingsley in February told a House of Commons subcommittee studying the existing solicitation laws that her group wants “the immediate decriminalization of sex workers” with no regulations being imposed on them by government. In contrast, REAL Women of Canada, which receives no government funding, testified the same day that prostitution exploits women and has a detrimental effect on children, and they called for better social programs to help prostitutes leave the streets. 

The National Action Committee on the Status of Women received $150,000. Last month NAC’s vice-president criticized Vellacott’s call for a law to protect, from violence, unborn children whose mothers have chosen to give them life.

“This Liberal government department claims to promote gender equality, but by promoting an extreme ideology which is by no means shared by all or even most Canadian women, the Liberal government has failed to support equality amongst women themselves,” Vellacott said. Paraphrasing George Orwell’s famous line from Animal Farm, a satirical critique of totalitarianism, Vellacott concluded, “Effectively, our government is saying: all women are equal, and some are more equal than others.” 
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For additional comment from Maurice Vellacott call 613-992-1966 or 613-297-2249 or 306-975-4725
