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  August 25, 2005

OTTAWA – Since the summer began, other than the occasional photo-op, the Prime Minister has been a hard man to find. No matter the issue or its severity, the Prime Minister has been unavailable for comment, loathe to lend his support, even refusing to take a leadership role. While Stephen Harper has spent the summer addressing the issues that matter to Canadians, here are just some of the issues that have eluded Paul Martin:

1. Healthcare – Martin claimed he would fix healthcare for a generation. He didn’t. The system’s broken and the Liberals don’t want to fix it. In fact, Ujjal Dossanjh told the Canadian Medical Association that the current system works just fine. In response, Canadian doctors voted to support a parallel private healthcare system. Healthcare is still the number one issue for Canadians. Stephen Harper believes in public health care, and is calling for real action on wait times to help Canadians get care when they need it.

2. Equalization – Saskatchewan should have the same deal for non-renewable natural resources as Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. Paul Martin is not saying anything on this issue. He’s not even meeting with Premier Calvert while in Saskatchewan. The CPC is on the record supporting a new deal for Saskatchewan, and moved a motion of support in the House of Commons on March 22 – a motion that Paul Martin, Ralph Goodale and the rest of the Liberal caucus voted against.
3. Gas Prices – Canadians are being hit with record high gasoline prices. The federal government is reaping windfall profits, but Paul Martin refuses to consider lowering federal taxes on gas. Stephen Harper has called for the elimination of the tax on the tax and for a reduction on GST when gas prices spike.
4. BSE - This government stood by while American courts dealt with whether the Canada-U.S. border should be opened to Canadian cattle. Stephen Harper's Conservatives were granted Amicus status and went to court on behalf of Canada's beef farmers.
5. Softwood Lumber Ruling – It has been 13 days since Martin agreed to call U.S. President Bush with respect to the NAFTA ruling and to demand a refund of the approximate $5 billion collected in illegal duties. Stephen Harper is calling on Martin to deal directly with Bush and resolve this matter immediately.
6. BC Port Strike – A trucking strike tied up the Port of Vancouver for over 7 weeks costing Canadian industry, including agriculture, over $32 million per week. Where was Paul Martin? Nowhere to be found.
7. Manitoba Flooding – Manitoba farmers are suffering due to record flooding this growing season. Paul Martin has offered no help. Stephen Harper proposed the Green Crop Cover Plan and Job and Economic Restoration Initiative to assist farmers.
8. Governor General – The newly appointed Governor General and her husband are being questioned about alleged separatist sympathies. After days of silence Martin put out an abstract one page news release; and even this was only after Stephen Harper had to repeatedly ask the Prime Minister to come clean on his appointment.

Other Issues Missed by Paul Martin this summer:

· Security – Following the London bombings in July, the Deputy Prime Minister told Canadians that we are not psychologically prepared for terrorist attacks. In fact, it was later revealed that it is the federal government that is not prepared. It appears they’ve been asleep at the switch since Sept. 11, 2001. Stephen Harper has said that a CPC government would appoint a National Security Commissioner to coordinate our response to terrorist threats.
· Toronto Gun and Gang Violence – There has been a rash of killings and shootings in Toronto this summer. The city is asking for the help of the Prime Minister and, so far, no help has been offered. Conservatives have called for tough action against those who commit violent crimes – minimum sentencing, and more front-line policing.
· US-Australia-India Technology Agreement on Climate Change – The federal government has refused to acknowledge this realistic environmental plan devised to replace Kyoto. Paul Martin is clinging to the discredited Kyoto Plan and didn’t even offer an opinion on this new agreement when tabled. Stephen Harper, recognizing that other countries will soon surpass Canada in environmental protection and sustainable development, announced the Transit Tax Credit program as a measure to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
· Clean Air – The Toronto-Montreal corridor has been hit with a rash of smog days and high temperatures and it’s the Conservative Party which announced a transit strategy as a means of reducing emissions, leading to cleaner air. Martin has said nothing about air quality this summer, nor has he announced a concrete strategy for reducing emissions.
· Point Lepreau New Brunswick Nuclear Plant – After months of misleading the government of New Brunswick about their role in refurbishing the reactor, the federal government announced that it would not support the project. Paul Martin did not even return Premier Lord’s phone calls. Stephen Harper has said a Conservative government would aid this project.
· Crystal Meth – The federal government is ignoring a dangerous drug that is being abused in epidemic proportions in parts of Canada. Irwin Cotler announced a phoney strategy to combat its use and distribution. The Liberals have ignored real solutions like minimum sentencing for drug trafficking, advanced by Conservative Justice Critic Vic Toews.
It is the job of the Prime Minister to be a leader; to make decisions, and to not back away when faced with tough decisions. As Paul Martin said “If you want to be Prime Minster, well then, act like it.” If this is how a Prime Minister acts, then it is time to find a new one.
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