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OTTAWA — Prime Minister Stephen Harper yesterday announced that the Conservative government
is taking another step forward in according Canadian veterans the respect they deserve by introducing
a Veterans’ Bill of Rights and establishing a Veterans” Ombudsman.

“The brave men and women of the Canadian Forces and RCMP have always acted courageously when
called upon; and it’s because veterans have always been willing to stand up for our country and its
interests, Canada’s New Government is standing by them now,” said the Prime Minister.

“The introduction of a Veterans’ Bill of Rights and the establishment of a Veterans” Ombudsman
follows through on an important promise we made during the election campaign; namely, a
Conservative government would accord our veterans the respect and honour they deserve,” said
Maurice Vellacott, Member of Parliament for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin.

The Bill of Rights, which will take effect immediately, will strengthen the government’s ability to
respond quickly and fairly to the concerns of Canadian veterans. The language contained in this
document reflects the language for which veterans’ organizations have long been advocating.

The Veterans” Ombudsman, who will operate arms-length from the government, will play an
important role in raising awareness of the needs and concerns of veterans. In accordance with our
government’s strong commitment to openness and accountability, the Ombudsman’s annual report
will be tabled by the Minister of Veterans Affairs in Parliament for all Canadians to see.

“Our veterans have given their very best to Canada. Through the Veterans’ Bill of Rights and
Veterans’ Ombudsman, our government is taking yet another step to ensure that Canada does its very
best for them,” said the Prime Minister.
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