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           April 29, 2005

OTTAWA – Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) responded with skepticism to the federal government announcement of daycare deals with the provinces of Manitoba and Saskatchewan today. Vellacott said, “After 12 years, the Liberals came up with an inflexible plan providing parents only one option – ‘one-size-fits-all’ institutionalized daycare.

Vellacott says he believes that the Liberals are out of touch with the needs of parents. He says that the Conservative Party of Canada recognizes that parents, and not the federal government, are in the best position to determine which type of childcare best suits their children.

Vellacott does add however that at an election call his party will not jeopardize signed daycare agreements. He says, “We will uphold agreements signed with the provinces.” 

Vellacott went on to say that, “The Conservative Party will continue to support all existing child benefit programs and introduce broad based tax relief that directly benefits parents and allows them to make their own choices about the care and nurturing of their young children.”

Vellacott expanded on the Conservative position by saying, “We believe that parents deserve options – they want their children to be raised and educated in a way that reflects their values, cultures and traditions. A Liberal institutional daycare system will not allow parents to have such a dramatic impact on the care and nurturing of their children.”
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