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           April 27, 2005

OTTAWA – Yesterday, the Liberals and the NDP reached a deal that involves NDP support of the government on confidence measures in exchange for changes to the budget.
Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) lashed out at the NDP and Liberals, saying, “This deal shows that both the Liberal and NDP parties are out of touch with real Canadians – $4.6 billion later, everyone that was left out of the budget in the first place is left out again including farmers, seniors and provinces such as Saskatchewan faced with a fiscal imbalance.”

Vellacott said, “Jack Layton has shown how out-of-touch his party has become from Saskatchewan and Manitoban farmers by negotiating a deal that does precisely ZERO for them.”

Vellacott added, “The businesses that create jobs and the hardworking Canadians who drive our economy have had the door slammed in their faces by power-hungry party leaders.”

Vellacott continued, “We now have a corrupt Liberal party in government, and a socialist NDP dictating budget policy. Together, they’ve taken to coming up with a fiscal plan for the nation on the back of an envelope. This is a recipe for disaster.”

Vellacott concluded, “Paul Martin and Jack Layton don’t care about the interests of western and rural Canadians and this deal proves that.”
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