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Liberal disrespect for cultural communities

For Immediate Release






           April 27, 2005

OTTAWA – Ralph Goodale's office has advised that he will be making a special announcement on funding of a partnership with SIAST (the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Science and Technology) and CIDA (Canadian International Development Agency) on a project in Ukraine at the Ukrainian Professional and Business Association of Saskatoon luncheon on WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27th, 2005 - 12:00 noon Sheraton Cavalier Hotel - South Room.

Conservative Member of Parliament Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) says, “This announcement has already been made by Ostap Skrypnyk of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress on Monday, April 25. It’s an attempt by Ralph Goodale to score brownie points, shamelessly using the ethnic communities as political pawns on the eve of an election.”
Ralph Goodale appears to be trying to BUY the Ukrainian Canadian vote. Where was Ralph Goodale and the Liberal party on other issues the Liberal Party has been stalling on for years?

• The immigration policy and problem as it concerns Ukrainians, including visitors visas;
• Internment of Ukrainians in Canada 1914-1920 (see http://www.uccla.ca/);
• Bill C-331 – Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act.
This follows on the heels of comments by a senior Liberal organizer in Quebec. This senior Liberal, Beryl Wajsman, special counsel to Justice Minister Irwin Cotler, was quoted in Le Devoir newspaper, revealing what the Liberal Party really thinks about cultural minorities: “The Liberal Party of Canada needs the cultural communities only for two purposes, as slaves during an election campaign, or to buy tickets.”
Vellacott concluded, “Why does the Liberal Party treat cultural communities with such astonishing disrespect?”
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