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Vellacott signs on to petition for intervenor status

in U.S. BSE case
 For Immediate Release






       April 22, 2005

OTTAWA – Conservative Party Member of Parliament Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) today signed on to the petition launched by Conservative MPs to gain intervenor status in the U.S. BSE case.

Yesterday, Conservative Party International Trade Critic Belinda Stronach and Agriculture Critic Diane Finley announced their decision to fill the leadership vacuum created by the Liberal Party by pursuing intervenor status in the American case. The case that is before the U.S. courts involves a last-minute injunction that blocked a decision to reopen the U.S. border to Canadian cattle. A Montana judge capitulated to a protectionist cattlemen’s lobby group, and imposed the temporary injunction against the U.S. Administration. The full hearing on a permanent court order is scheduled for July 27 of this year.

Others were invited to join their names to this petition for intervenor status and so far at least 33 Conservative MPs from across Canada have done so.

“I am proud to stand with the agriculture producers of my riding by joining my colleagues in this move to advance their interest in the reopening of the U.S.-Canadian border to Canadian beef,” said Vellacott. “This initiative is quickly gaining momentum. I am pleased to join so many of my colleagues who are also prepared to add their voices to provide a genuine alternative to the inertia of the Liberal government on resolving the BSE crisis,” he added.
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