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Vellacott urges CIDA to release NGO funds and revoke its decision to suspend the NGO Project Facility Fund
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           April 18, 2005

OTTAWA – Last week, in the Subcommittee on Human Rights and International Development, Members of Parliament heard testimonies from four witnesses representing NGO communities in Alberta and Ontario, detailing the devastating impact resulting from CIDA’s decision to suspend the NGO Project Facility Fund (NPF).

Cherie Klassen of the Alberta Council for Global Cooperation, Paul Carrick of Cause Canada, Sheldon Gilmer of Help the Aged, and Eva Morrison from the Ontario Council for International Cooperation, testified that the February 22nd decision to suspend crucial funding to two hundred and forty project-funded NGOs and civil society groups across Canada  will have disastrous repercussions in the poverty-stricken countries where many of  these NGOs operate.

“This is a disturbing trend given that our NGOs from across Canada work with the most marginalised and disenfranchised peoples around the world and are known for their ability to circumvent corruption and implement projects that are community-led and sustainable,” said Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin). “NGOs are the best means of accessing the otherwise inaccessible rural poor and running cost-efficient operations that result in a high net benefit to those they serve,” added Vellacott. Many of these groups have had long-standing relationships with CIDA and have been key partners in the delivery of aid. The communities with whom these NGOs work, including communities in Canada, cannot afford to lose them – lives depend on it.

By cutting the NPF fund, CIDA is playing favourites with NGOs, and cutting out a crucial piece of the NGO sector. The impact that suspension in funding will have is compounded by the fact that much private sector funding of many of these NGOs is dependant on CIDA funding, which acts as a leverage to other sources of funding.

“Canada’s role in alleviating human suffering around the world and the culture of volunteerism here in Canada is at stake,’ said Vellacott. “CIDA must immediately repeal its decision to suspend this NGO funding, and release this much-needed foreign aid money so that these NGOs can continue their work on behalf of some of the most needy people around the world.”
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