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Vellacott condemns Liberal

residential schools compensation program

– Conservative motion passes –

For Immediate Release







 April 13, 2005

OTTAWA – A Conservative Party motion to accept the report of the Standing Committee on Aboriginal and Northern Affairs passed yesterday in the House of Commons (149-147). The report condemns the Liberals’ residential schools compensation program so the Liberal government did not want Parliament to accept it and its findings.

Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) said, “This Liberal government’s handling of the Residential School file shows callousness, mismanagement and ineffectiveness that is shocking. Since 1998 when the Liberals unveiled their ‘Gathering Strength’ action plan to handle compensation for victims, they have spent over $600 million and settled fewer than 2% of the known cases and in doing so, have re-victimized survivors.”

The Committee discovered that since the Deputy Prime Minister, Anne McLellan, introduced her “centerpiece” – the ADR process – three years ago, fewer than 2% of the possible pool of claimants are using the ADR system. According to lawyers and claimants who have experienced the system, the government spends approximately $20,000 per case to fight claims that have a monetary value of between $500 and $3500. 

“Is this the cultural sensitivity and aboriginal healing that Paul Martin and his Liberal government talked about when they were sworn in?” asked Conservative Party Indian and Northern Affairs Critic Jim Prentice. “The survivors describe it as a demeaning process that re-victimizes them. The Assembly of First Nations describes it as abusive.”
The Conservative Party is calling on the government to immediately terminate the current ADR process. The Government of Canada should establish a national Truth and Reconciliation process so that former students have an opportunity to tell their stories to all Canadians; should expedite settlement of claims involving sexual and severe physical abuse in a separate restorative judicial process; and should engage in court-supervised negotiations with former students that relieves the government of its liability and provides fair compensation to victims. Finally, the Conservative Party of Canada asks that the Auditor-General conduct an audit of the Indian Residential Schools Canada Dispute Resolutions Process from its inception.
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